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Director News

Don’t 
Forget!

Attend your 
annual meeting 
Sept. 19, 2016, 
at 7:30 p.m. at 

the Gregory 
Memorial 

Auditorium.

Directors Terms 
to Expire
Directors whose  
terms expire are 
James Eastlund, 
Burke; William 
Hartland, Winner; 
and Robert Shaf-
fer, Gregory.

A director’s 
term is for three 
years. Any 15 or 
more members 
acting together 
may make nominations by petition and present the petition at the Gregory office no 
less than 30 days prior to the annual meeting.

The annual meeting is scheduled for Monday, Sept. 19, 2016, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Gregory Memorial Auditorium. 

Nominating Committee 
Meets at the Rosebud 
Electric Office
The Nominating Committee met on Aug. 1, 2016, at 8 p.m. 
The purpose of this meeting is to place names of members of 
the cooperative for nomination to the board of directors. 

Those people on the Nominating Committee are: Carl 
Koenig of Fairfax; Myron Johnson and Ronald Konechne 
of Burke; David Shoemaker and Scott Anshutz of Gregory; 
DeWayne Welker of Hamill; Don Sabol and Duane Holden 
of Winner; and Jerome Ollerich of Carter.

The Nominating Committee voted unanimously to nomi-
nate James Eastlund of Burke; Richard Hartland of Winner; 
and Robert Shaffer of Gregory. 

Rosebud Electric 
Cooperative

will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 5, 

in observance 
of Labor Day.

Substation Maintenance and Training 
On July 14, Line Superintendent Vic Warnke held his 
monthly safety meeting at the Colome substation located two 
miles east of Colome. 

The purpose of this meeting being held at the substation 
was to shut it down and do a visual inspection of the equip-
ment and for hands-on training for the linemen. 

After the sub was de-energized, the linemen practiced 
replacing the 
large high 
side fuses that 
protect the 
115,000 volt 
transmission 
line that feeds 
it. These fuses 
don’t blow 
very often 
which is why 
it was a good 
idea to have 

the linemen familiar with them in case it does happen. 
The visual inspection came up with a cracked lightning rod 

on top of the structure. The lightning rod was taken down and 
welded then was installed back on the structure. A few other 
adjustments were made to some switches in the sub before it 
was re-energized. 

The substation was able to be de-energized without having 
anybody turned off by back feeding tie-lines from the Winner 
and Gregory Substations.

Jim Eastlund Bill Hartland Robert Shaffer

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSING
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Annual Meeting News

Director Elections, Door 
Prizes and Entertainment on 
Tap for Annual Meeting
Rosebud Electric members 
will want to mark Sept. 19 on 
their calendars as the date for the 
Rosebud Electric annual meet-
ing. It will be held at the Gregory 
Memorial Auditorium beginning 
at 7:30 p.m. A number of busi-
ness items will be addressed along 
with a drawing for 40 door prizes, 
a registration gift and entertain-
ment.

Reports on last year’s business 
will be given along with a manag-
er’s report. Three directors will be 
elected to three-year terms. Members are also asked to bring their registration cards 
as it will serve as their registration for 40 door prizes that will be drawn during the 
course of the meeting.

This year’s entertainment will be the Fossil Brothers of Blackhawk, S.D. Jack 
and Doug are singers, songwriters, musicians and funny guys. The Fossil Brothers 
will bring comedy, impersonations and favorite old classics as well as new tunes and 
routines to the show.

Your cooperative’s board encourages you to attend the annual meeting and let 
your voice be heard in the business you own.

Consider insulating your water heater tank, which could reduce standby heat losses by 25 
percent to 45 percent and save you about 4 percent to 9 percent in water heating costs. You can 
find pre-cut jackets or blankets available from around $20.

Source: energy.gov
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WEATHER STRIPPING DOORS
 Capturing Energy Savings by Sealing Air Leaks

1.    CLEANING SURFACES – Clean the door 
and door jamb to be weather stripped. For best 
results, weather stripping should be applied to 
clean, dry surfaces above 20°F.

        MEASURING DOOR & DOOR JAMBS – To 
ensure greater accuracy, measure your space twice 
before cutting the material. It is best to plan for 
one continuous strip for each side of the door and 
door jamb.

        CUTTING FOAM – Cut long pieces of 
self-adhesive weather stripping material (foam, 
vinyl, etc.) for each side of the door jamb and 
door.

         APPLYING WEATHER STRIPPING – Peel back 
the self-adhesive foam. Apply one continuous strip 
of material snugly along each side. Make sure the 
weather stripping meets tightly at the corners and is 
pressed firmly onto the door and door jamb. The 
material should compress tightly between the door 
and door jamb, without making it difficult to shut.

Save energy and seal air leaks by weather stripping 
exterior doors. How do you know if you need to 
weather strip? If you can see any amount of light 
between the door frame and the floor, weather 
stripping should be applied to eliminate energy waste. 
This DIY energy-saving project is relatively easy and 
inexpensive depending on the type of materials 
selected. The most common weather stripping material 
is self-adhesive foam strips, although rubber, vinyl, 
metal, or a combination of materials may also be used. 

SOURCE: Department of Energy
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During harvest season, many farmers reap the benefits of advancement 
in agricultural technology. With the help of GPS auto-steer devices, farmers 
are able to decrease driver error and maximize productivity. Yet despite these 
advances, safety risks remain. To help farmers stay out of harm’s way, Safe 
Electricity shares tips for a safe harvest.

“One critical part of safety around electricity is awareness,” explains 
Kyla Kruse, communications director of the Safe Electricity program. “It’s 
important to remember that farm machinery is vulnerable to hitting power 
lines because of its large size, height and extensions. Being aware of the 
location of overhead power lines and planning a safe equipment route can 
help reduce accidents.”

In equipment with auto-guidance systems, less focus is needed on 
steering, which may lead some drivers to think that they do not need to be 
as aware of navigation issues. However, even while using a GPS with auto-
steering, farm workers need to keep safety in mind and stay focused on their 
surroundings. 

Putting safety first requires alertness, focus and knowledge of potential 
hazards and safety steps. Varying pass-to-pass accuracy levels and poten-
tial issues, such as power poles not being correctly plotted in the system, 
reinforce the need for drivers to stay focused on the location of the farm 
equipment while in the field and to be ready to take action if necessary.

Regardless the technology used on the farm, keep the following electrical 

safety guidelines in mind: 
• Use a spotter when operating large machinery near power lines.
• Keep equipment at least 10 feet from power lines – at all times, in all 

directions. 
• Look up and use care when moving any equipment such as extending 

augers or raising the bed of grain trucks around power lines.
• Inspect the height of farm equipment to determine clearance.
• Always set extensions to the lowest setting when moving loads to 

prevent contact with overhead power lines. Grain augers should always be 
positioned horizontally before being moved. 

• Never attempt to move a power line out of the way or raise it for 
clearance.

• If a power line is sagging or low, contact your electric cooperative. 
If your equipment does make contact with a power line, do not leave the 

cab. Immediately call 911, warn others to stay away and wait for the utility 
crew to cut the power. 

The only reason to exit equipment that has come into contact with over-
head lines is if the equipment is on fire, which is rare. However, if this is the 
case, jump off the equipment with your feet together and without touching 
the ground and machinery at the same time. Then, still keeping your feet 
together, hop to safety as you leave the area. 

For more information on electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

 Stay Focused on Safety During Harvest

Harvest Safety Tips
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News You Can Use

The Differences 
Between Overhead 
and Underground 
There are two methods of installing the power lines that 
carry electricity to your home, overhead and underground. 

Rosebud Electric members sometimes ask why we use 
one versus the other, or more to the point, why all power 
lines are not installed using the underground construction 
method. Isn’t one method better than the other? These are 
great questions and the answer is that each method has its 
place.

Overhead line construction starts with the setting of 
utility poles. Poles can be set in nearly any type of terrain, 
even rocky. 

In the case of heavy rock, special equipment is used to 
augur out the hole. 

If placement occurs in boggy or wet terrain, many tech-
niques are available to set poles securely. Once the poles 
are in place, wires can be strung and then equipment – like 
transformers, fuses and reclosers – are installed. Power can 
now flow.

Underground line construction requires digging a 
trench that is deep enough to keep the lines well away 
from surface activities. Where the terrain is extremely 
rocky, underground lines may not be an option. Next, 
wires are laid in the trench directly or placed in conduits 
for protection. The trench is filled in and the surface is 
restored to its original condition. Padmount transformers 
and additional equipment are installed as needed, now the 
system is ready to deliver electricity. 

Some of the advantages and disadvantages of each con-
struction method are listed in the accompanying graphic. 

Determining if power lines should be overhead or 
underground boils down to what is best for the situation. 
Underground lines might be ideal in situations where there 
is a desire to keep the poles and wires out of sight, such as 
a residential neighborhood, park or historical area. There 
are many cities and towns that construct only underground 
lines for a variety of reasons.

Overhead systems work well when appearance is not 
a major concern. Examples include extremely long line 
distances across country, where the voltages are higher than 
the limitations set for underground lines. 

The ultimate mix of underground and overhead 
construction used by Rosebud Electric provides you, our 
members, with the highest possible quality of service at the 
lowest possible price. Cost, appearance, reliability, main-
tenance and future upgrades will drive which is the better 
approach, overhead or underground.

UNDERGROUND

PROS
•	 Lower	Cost
•	 Quicker	Construction
•	 Easier	to	spot	damage	and	faults	
•	 Less	expensive	to	repair	and	upgrade	
•	 Can	be	built	in	any	terrain	
•	 Any	voltage	can	be	placed	overhead

OVERHEAD	&	UNDERGROUND

POWER LINES
THE	PROS	AND	CONS

•	 Susceptible	to	wind,	ice	and	snow
•	 More	vulnerable	to	damage	from	trees	

and	vegetation,	which	requires	right	of	
way	trimming

•	 Vulnerable	to	blinks	when	animals	and	
branches	contact	lines

•	 Susceptible	to	damage	from	vehicle	
collisons

•	 Less	attractive

CONS

OVERHEAD

PROS
•	 Not	vulnerable	to	damage	from	tree	branches	
•	 Does	not	interfere	with	views	
•	 No	right	of	way	(tree	trimming)	required	
•	 Less	susceptible	to	damage	from	vehicle	collisons
•	 Not	impacted	by	wind,	ice	and	snow
•	 Less	vulnerable	to	blinks	when	animals	and	branches	

contact	lines

•	 More	expensive	to	build	
•	 Susceptible	to	flooding	
•	 Difficult	to	locate	faults
•	 Expensive	to	repair	
•	 Fed	by	overhead	lines	at	some	point,	making	the	lines	

vulnerble	to	outages	and	interruptions
•	 Limitations	on	voltages	that	can	be	buried	underground	
•	 Can	be	vulnerable	to	dig-ins

CONS
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