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On Wednesday, Aug. 3, 
local businesses in Bonesteel 
held a Customer Appreciation 
Block Party to say thank you 
for their business. 

Nineteen businesses par-
ticipated by handing out door 
prizes and serving food and 
beverages to customers. 

Rosebud Electric partici-
pated in the event by handing 
out clocks, staplers and decks 
of cards to many of its mem-
bers. Linemen Clinton Fuhrer 
and Joe Shelden also served 
pulled pork sandwiches as an 
added way to thank the cus-
tomers of Rosebud Electric. 
The event was a big hit and 
was a great way for people to 
get out and talk to the local 
businesses.

Customer Appreciation Night 
Held in Bonesteel

Above: Clinton Fuhrer and Joe Shelden served pulled pork sandwiches at the Customer Appreciation Block Party. 
Below: New members Brad and Stef Pistulka received a new Rosebud Electric clock.
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Co-op News

Two Million Miles
Roesbud Electric employees have surpassed 2 million miles driven without an 
accident. As of Aug. 2, 2016, the total miles driven were 2,066,920 and represents 
3,558 days, or over nine years, without an accident. On average, the cooperative ve-
hicles will travel 23,000 miles per month. The 16 employees who are responsible for 
this great achievement are: Kevin Mikkelsen, Vic Warnke, Lyle Haney, Dan Krueger, 
Dean Holmberg, Jamie VanDerWerff, Clinton Fuhrer, Jason Frasch, Steve Tilton, 
John Beck, Justin Serr, Ryan Orel, Nolan Fortuna, Ted Stevicks, Joe Shelden and 
Derrick Stukel. 

Cooperative employees take pride in their safety manners. The electrical industry 
can be very hazardous, employees go the extra mile to ensure the safety of themselves 
and others. Monthly meetings are also held to remind employees of good safety hab-
its. A good safety program also saves members money by keeping insurance claims 
and rates as low as possible. The most important goal is to make sure everyone goes 
home to their family at the end of the day. 
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News Briefs
Tips

With temperatures in the upper 90s, along 
with grain and beef prices on the low side, this 
year’s Dakota Fest saw a decline in attendance.  
In order to avoid these high temperatures and 
humidity, many people came early.  In addi-
tion, the SDREA (South Dakota Rural Electric 
Association) booth had delicious snacks 
provided by the Bluebird Locker (Delmont) 
which consisted of bologna, brats and German 
sausage. Combined with an air-conditioned 
building, it was the perfect place for people to 
come cool off.

The food and air conditioning were not the 
only thing to attract people into the SDREA 
building.  Many consumers from rural electrics 
came in with questions about heats pumps, 
LED lighting and rate increases.  On hand to 
answer these questions and remind consumers 
about electrical safety were employees from 
cooperatives across the state.

Dakota Fest, our areas largest farm show, 
is located at the Schlaffman Farm just east of 
Mitchell, S.D.  This event took place on Aug. 
16-18, 2016. 

High Temperatures and Low Commodity 
Prices Show Up at Dakota Fest
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News You Can Use

How can the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) 
work for you? 

The Rural Energy for American Program is a program that 
helps small businesses and agriculture producers reduce their 
energy usage and improve their profitability through guar-
anteed loans and/or grants. Assistance is available for energy 
efficiency improvements and renewable energy systems. 

REAP grants are available for up to 25 percent of the total 
eligible project costs. 

Application Deadline:
Projects under $80,000 – Oct. 31, 2016
Projects larger than $80,000 – March 30, 2017

In 2016 REAP helped: 
• South Dakota grocers save money on their energy costs by 

replacing lighting and coolers.
• South Dakota rural small businesses install energy-effi-

cient equipment like new HVAC systems and lighting.
• South Dakota farmers and ranchers replace expensive, 

fossil-fuel-based energy systems, such as grain drying equip-
ment, with cost-effective, energy efficient systems.

REAP can make a difference on the bottom line for your 
small business. Consider the following: thermostat controls for 

Rural Energy For America Program 

UTILITY POLES 
ARE NOT 

BULLETIN BOARDS
Think before you post that sign!

Staples, nails and tacks used to hang 
signs and fliers create dangerous 
obstacles for electric lineworkers. 
Their jobs are dangerous enough – 

help us keep them safe!

heating and cooling; LED lighting replacement, solar panels or 
wind turbine to help reduce energy costs; anaerobic digesters; 
renewable biomass conversion systems; and more options for 
energy savings.

How to start an application: 
Visit the energy program webpage to learn more and find 

application toolkits. Contact Jolene Pravecek, USDA Rural 
Development Energy Coordinator at (605) 665-2662, Ext. 
116 or email jolene.pravecek@sd.usda.gov for assistance.

Above: Pictured is a solar voltaic generation system installed by Central 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., located in Mitchell, S.D. This project will convert 
the sun’s rays into electricity to be utilized by the cooperative and its mem-
bers saving fossil fuel electrical production.


