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Co-op News

Allum, Kevin
Arvin, Michael E.
Bender, Harold
Blattner, Donald
Blunn, Ronald W.
Boettcher, Daniel
BRB Contractors
Bruce, Florence
Connecticut Mutual Life
Cook, Gary A.
Decker, Donnie K.
Denny, Jody R.
Dinger, Vicki
Ellston, Jay R.
Faith Lake Farm
Gednalske, Robert J.
Glade, Marc S.
Habeger, Elwood M.
Hansen, John H.
Hazuka, Roger & Ann
Herman, Timothy
Hinkley, Mark J.
Hoff, Michelle
Hunter, Zelia A.
Jamison, Dale
Jones, Kenny ·

Krogman, Elenor
LeClaire, Philip Jr.
Lehrkamp, Karen
Lenker Agency
Lovell, Robert B.
Miller, Dale & Lisa
Nelson, Lyle and Merna
NW Bell
Old Lodge, Andrew
Peneaux, Lester
Peters, Glen Jr.
Pine, Lucinda
Sangster, Barbara
Schulz, Jennie E.
Schuppan,Kay
Shannon, E.G.
Songstad, David
Storms, Hugh
Stuerman, Peter
Taylor, Velda
Thompson, Thomas
Thomson, Lucille
Tideman, Bert
Trans Equity Inc.
Ufford, Richard
Wiley, Bertha

Please Help 
Us Find These 
People
The following people were mailed 
capital credit checks in 2011. The check 
has either been uncashed or returned by 
the Postal Service.

If you know anyone listed below, 
please have them or their heirs contact 
the Gregory office at 1-888-464-9304. 
These people were members of the 
cooperative in 1986-1987.

Pole Testing Underway
Rosebud Electric has recently hired Osmose to conduct pole testing in our service 
area. The testing of the poles consists of digging the ground up around the pole and 

checking for any signs of rot 
or decay. A visual inspection 
is also done. Once the pole 
is determined to be okay, 
a wood preserver is placed 
around the pole at ground 
line. The poles that are reject-
ed are marked and changed 
out by Rosebud Electric at a 
later date. 

Osmose will be starting in 
the Witten area going north 
to the White River and south 
to the Nebraska border. The 

workers from this company will be wearing yellow shirts and will be driving pickups 
with the Osmose name on them. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please call us at 605-835-9624

 Update Your Contact Info
In the utility business, we know rough weather will occur and sometimes power 
outages simply can’t be avoided. But did you 
know there are steps you can take to ensure 
your electricity is restored as quickly and safely 
as possible? By keeping your contact informa-
tion up to date, you can take full advantage of 
the services Rosebud Electric offers. 

You may have noticed prompts through our 
billing statements and webpage requesting your 
updated contact information. If we don’t have 
the correct phone number linked to your home 
address, it makes it very difficult to contact you 
during an outage. 

Updating your contact information is help-
ful because it speeds up the power restoration 
process. With correct information, we can also contact you in advance of planned 
outages for repairs and maintenance. 

Please call 605-835-9624 and make sure you’re up to date. 

Capital Credits
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Safety Matters

Spring is an optimal time of year to dream up and achieve your landscaping 
masterpiece, but in many parts of the country, planting shrubs in early fall gives the 
plants a head start at establishing roots in the season’s cool, moist soil. Perhaps you’re 
planning to build a new deck to enjoy those cool autumn evenings. If any of your fall 
projects require digging – such as planting trees or shrubs, or setting posts – remem-
ber to dial 811 first. 

Underground utilities, such as buried gas, water 
and electric lines, can be a shovel thrust away from 
turning a fall project into a disaster.

Play it safe by dialing 811 to find out where 
utility lines run on your property. Your call will be 
routed to a local “one call” center. Tell the operator 
where you’re planning to dig and what type of work 
you will be doing, and affected local utilities will be 
notified. 

In a few days, a locator will arrive to designate 
the approximate location of any underground lines, pipes and cables. These areas will 
be marked with flags or paint so you’ll know what’s below. Then the safe digging can 
begin.

Although many homeowners tackling do-it-yourself digging projects are aware 
of “Call Before You Dig” services, the majority doesn’t take advantage of the service. 

A national survey showed that only 
50 percent of homeowners called 
to have their lines marked before 
starting digging projects, according 
to the Common Ground Alliance 
(CGA), a federally mandated group 
of underground utility and damage 
prevention industry profession-
als. CGA data also shows that an 
underground utility line is damaged 
every six minutes in the U.S. because 
someone decided to dig without first 
dialing 811.

Even simple tasks like installing a 
new mailbox post can damage utility 
lines, which can disrupt service to an 
entire neighborhood, harm diggers 
and potentially result in fines and 
repair costs. 

Never assume the location or depth of underground utility lines. There’s no need: 
the 811 service is free, prevents the inconvenience of having utilities interrupted and 
can help you avoid serious injury. For more information about local services, visit 
www.call811.com.

Source: Safe Electricity is the safety outreach program of the Energy Education Coun-
cil, a non-profit organization with more than 400 electric cooperative members and many 
others who share the mission of educating the public about electricground facilities in 
North America through shared responsibility among all stakeholders. 

Know What’s Below:
Dial 811 Before You Dig
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by Jason Frasch

Annual Meeting Highlights

Annual Meeting Well Attended
Rosebud electric held its annual meeting 
on Monday, Sept. 19, at 7:30 p.m. at the Gregory 
Memorial Auditorium. There were approximately 
300 people in attendance with 208 of those being 
members of Rosebud Electric.

Board President Leroy Littau called the meeting 
to order and introduced Mayor Scott Anshutz. The 
mayor gave a short recap of what was going on with 
the city and welcomed all in attendance.

Board Secretary Jim Eastlund then gave notice 
of the meeting and read the previous minutes of 
the 2015 annual meeting. Board Treasurer Delbert 
Wendell gave a report on the financial strength of 
the cooperative.

Manager Kevin Mikkelsen gave a report of the 
previous year and what was in store for Rosebud 
Electric. Manager Mikkelsen informed the members 
that Basin Electric raised our rates by 10 percent 
starting in August of 2016. The reasons for the rate 
increase was due to several factors. One was the 
mild winter we had last year which led to kilowatt 
sales being down, another was the low price of 

natural gas and the influx 
of wind generation. The 
current rate increase will 

increase the costs of power from Basin Electric by 
just over an estimated $200,000 per year. In the 
same breath he also stated that Western Area Power 
Association or WAPA will be decreasing its rates 
to us in the year 2017. The energy we receive from 
WAPA comes from the hydro electric dams on the 
Missouri River, which consists of two-thirds of 
the total amount of energy Rosebud Electric buys. 
Fortunately this decrease will offset the increase by 
Basin Electric and at this time do not foresee a rate 
increase to Rosebud Electric members for the year 
2017.

To conclude his report, Manager Mikkelsen 
shared the outstanding safety record that the Rose-
bud Electric employees have. They have worked 
360,000 hours and have driven more than 2 mil-
lion miles without a lost time accident.

Directors whose three-year terms were up were 
Jim Eastlund of Burke, Robert Shaffer of Gregory 
and William Hartland of Winner. Jim Eastlund 
and Robert Shaffer ran unopposed and were elected 
to another three-year term. 

William Hartland chose not to seek re-election 
and retired from the board of directors after 16 
years. Mr. Hartland was a great asset to Rosebud 
Electric and we wish him the best of luck in the 
future. 

Richard Hartland of Winner was elected as a 
board member for a three-year term.

Director Jim Eastlund was recognized for his 15 
years of service and director David Shipman was 

Left: Manager Mikkelsen giv-
ing his report.

Below: The Fossil Brothers 
provided entertainment.
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Statement of Ownership

recognized for five years of service. Employee John Beck was recognized 
for 10 years of service.

Our entertainment for the evening was started off by the Gregory 
County Polka Band. The Fossil Brothers of Black Hawk, S.D., were the 
nights feature entertainment. They played many songs from the 60s and 
70s and had the crowd tapping their toes and singing along with them. 
At the end, they sang a tribute to all service men and women in the 
crowd which was received well by all.

Next year’s meeting will be held on Sept. 18, 2017. Hope to see you 
all there.

Above: Richard Hartland, Rosebud Electric’s newest board member, shaking the hand of 
Bill Hartland, who retired from the board after 16 years of service. Below: Caitlin Brozik 
was the lucky winner of one of the many prizes that were drawn for during the annual 
meeting.


