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SDREA Provides Electrical 
Safety Booth at Stock Show
Every year the South Dakota Rural Electric Association hosts a booth at the Black Hills 
Stock Show to promote electrical safety and awareness to children and adults alike. 
Employees from cooperatives all across the state come to volunteer their time to teach 
kids about electricity. The booth has a small scaled-down version of a farmstead with a 
house, outbuildings, tractors and a power line running through it.

Many different examples are used to teach kids what to do if they ever find themselves 
in a certain situation – for example, if they were ever in a car accident involving power 
lines, flying a kite by power lines or even climbing a tree that is too close to a power line. 
This is a great opportunity to educate your children about electricity.

So if you plan on attending next year’s show, we strongly encourage you to stop by the 
booth!

Todd Eliason of Rushmore 
Electric is demonstrates elec-
trical safety for the audience.

Be Aware of Scams
Recently, members of Rosebud Electric have been contacted by 
scammers trying to get money from them. The scammers say they are 
from Black Hills Energy and that the consumer has a past due balance 
and will be disconnected if they did not pay. The consumers immedi-
ately contacted Rosebud Electric to make them aware of the scam. 

If you or someone you know is contacted by a scammer, simply hang 
up and call Rosebud Electric at 605-835-9624



The average American family spends $2,000 annually on energy bills, but 
unfortunately, much of that money is wasted through air leaks in the home. 
Applying caulk around windows, doors, electrical wiring and plumbing can 
save energy and money. Photo Credit: Rare Form Properties 
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Winter weather can have a big impact on your energy bills, 
hitting your pockets a little harder than you would have liked. 
Now that spring is just around the corner, it’s the perfect time 
to tackle a few DIY efficiency projects for your home. The good 
news: You don’t have to be an energy expert to do this!

There are several easy ways to save energy, but if you’re willing to 
take a hands-on approach, here are three projects you can do now 
to start saving.

Make the Most of Your Water Heater.
Let’s start with one of the easiest projects: insulating your water 
heater. Insulating a water heater that’s warm to the touch can save 
7 percent to 16 percent annually on your water heating bills. It 
should also be noted that if your water heater is new, it is likely 
already insulated. But if your water heater is warm to the touch, it 
needs additional insulation.

You can purchase a pre-cut jacket or blanket for about $20. You’ll 
also need two people for this project. Before you start, turn off 
the water heater. Wrap the blanket around the water heater and 
tape it to temporarily keep it in place. If necessary, use a marker 
to note the areas where the controls are so you can cut them out. 
Once the blanket is positioned correctly tape it permanently in 
place, then turn the water heater back on. If you have an electric 
water heater, do not set the thermostat above 130 degrees, which 
can cause overheating. 

Seal Air Leaks with Caulk.
The average American family spends $2,000 annually on energy 

bills, but unfortunately, much of that money is wasted through 
air leaks in the home. Applying caulk around windows, doors, 
electrical wiring and plumbing can save energy and money. 
There are many different types of caulking compounds available, 
but the most popular choice is silicone. Silicone caulk is water-
proof, flexible and won’t shrink or crack. 

Before applying new caulk, clean and remove any old caulk or 
paint with a putty knife, screwdriver, brush or solvent. The area 
should be dry before you apply the new caulk. 

Apply the caulk in one continuous stream, and make sure it 
sticks to both sides of the crack or seam. Afterwards, use a putty 
knife to smooth out the caulk, then wipe the surface with a dry 
cloth. 

Weather Strip Exterior Doors.
One of the best 
ways to seal air 
leaks is to weather 
strip exterior 
doors, which can 
keep out drafts 
and help you 
control energy 
costs. Weather 
stripping materials 
vary, but you can 
ask your local 
hardware or home 
store for assistance 
if you’re unsure 
about the supplies 
you need. 

When choosing weather stripping materials, make sure it can 
withstand temperature changes, friction and the general “wear 
and tear” for the location of the door. Keep in mind, you will 
need separate materials for the door sweep (at the bottom of the 
door) and the top and sides. 

Before applying the new weather stripping, clean the moulding 
with water and soap, then let the area dry completely. Measure 
each side of the door, then cut the weather stripping to fit each 
section. Make sure the weather stripping fits snugly against both 
surfaces so it compresses when the door is closed. 

By completing these simple efficiency projects, you can save 
energy (and money!) while increasing the comfort level of your 
home. And you can impress your family and friends with your 
savvy energy-saving skills.

Three Easy DIY Projects  
to Save Energy

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
By Abby Berry



March 2019 | Cooperative Connections 11

ENERGY  
EFFICIENCY QUIZ  
Are you an energy efficiency whiz?  
Test your knowledge by taking the quiz below.  
Hint: Check your answers at the bottom of the page. 

1. Taking a long bath saves more energy than taking a short shower. 
A) True     B) False

2. LED bulbs typically use _______ less energy than incandescent  
light bulbs.
A) 75%     B) 50%     C) 35%

3. Which of the following is an energy vampire? (Hint: Energy   
vampires consume energy even when they aren’t being used.)
A) Dishwasher     B) Electric mixer     C) TV

4. If you see this logo on a product, it has an excellent energy  
efficiency rating.
A) ENERGY SMART     B) ENERGY STAR     C) ENERGY WISE

5. Turning off the tap water while brushing your teeth can save up 
to four gallons of water per minute.
A) True     B) False

ANSWER KEY

ANSWERS:  1. B   2. A   3. C   4. B   5. A

By Abby Berry


