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Comparative Statistics

Warmer weather is on the way! Use energy efﬁcient window treatments or
coverings, like blinds, shades and ﬁlms, to reduce heat gain in your home. These
devices not only improve the look of your home but also reduce energy costs.
Source: U.S Department of Energy
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ROSEBUD ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS is
published monthly by Rosebud Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
PO Box 439, Gregory, SD 57533 for its members. Families
subscribe to Rosebud Electric Cooperative Connections as
part of their electric cooperative membership. Rosebud
Electric Cooperative Connections’ purpose is to provide
reliable, helpful information to electric cooperative
members on matters pertaining to rural electrification and
better rural living.

News

Are You Sitting There
Wondering When and How
Your Bills Are Due?
Rosebud Electric customers living in rural areas have meters read on the 20th day
of every month and these bills are due in the office or at a local collector by the sixth
day of the next month. You will receive these bills on Brown cards.
Rosebud Electric customers living in the following areas: Bonesteel, Colome, Dallas, Fairfax, Herrick and St. Charles have meters read on the 10th day of every month
and these bills are due in the office or at a local collector by the sixth day of the next
month. You will receive these bills on Blue cards.
Rosebud Electric customers living in the following areas: Gregory and Witten
have meters read on the 12th of every month and these bills are due in the office or
at a local collector by the 10th day of the next month. You will receive these bills on
Green cards.
Our local collectors are located at Koenig’s Grocery Store located in Fairfax; Cuzn’s
Corner located in Bonesteel; Hauf Floor Covering located in Colome; Winner True
Value located in Winner; and of course our main office in Gregory.
We also offer debit or credit card payments by phone or we can set up automatic
payments for you out of a checking account or by credit card. If you would like more
information on either of these, feel free to contact our main office at 605-835-9624.

Check Your
Standby Cords
Have you checked your standby cords
lately? With Mother Nature being very
unpredictable, now would be a good
time to check your standby cords for
signs of insulation break down. The
cords are often left out in the elements
where the sun and weather can break
down the insulation on them.
If you see the insulation is bad on
them, contact your local electrician or
Rosebud Electric to get it replaced.
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Energy Efficiency

Tips

by Anne Prince

Easy Steps to Greater Efficiency
Do you want to save money and
electricity but have limited time,
money and patience? According to
the Department of Energy, a “typical
American family” spends nearly $2,000
per year on their home energy bills.
Much of that money, however, is wasted
through leaky windows or ducts, old
appliances or inefficient heating and
cooling systems.
Luckily, there are several relatively
easy ways to save energy without a
substantial commitment of time and
money. These efforts will help you save
whether you own or rent an older or
newly constructed home. And, you
won’t have to hire a specialist or call in a
favor from someone who is handy with
tools to help you.

Where to start
According to Money Magazine,
“improving the envelope” of your
home is a good place to start. Sunlight,
seasonal temperature changes and wind
vibrations can loosen up even a tight
home, increasing air leakage. Doors and
windows may not close tightly and duct
work can spring leaks, wasting cooled
and heated air. By placing weather
stripping and caulk around windows
and doors, you can keep cool air inside
during warm
months
and prevent
chilly
air from
penetrating
the indoors
during
colder
months.
Sealing gaps
around
piping,
dryer vents,
fans and outlets also helps to seal the
envelope and creates greater efficiency.
Apply weather stripping around
overlooked spaces like your attic hatch

or pulldown stairs.
Replacing
incandescent
bulbs with
LED bulbs can make a big difference in
home efficiency and is one of the fastest
ways to cut your energy bill. Known
for their longevity and efficiency, LED
bulbs have an estimated operational
life span of typically 10,000 to 20,000
hours compared to 1,000 hours of a
typical incandescent. According to the
Department of Energy, by replacing your
home’s five most frequently used light
fixtures or bulbs with models that have
earned the ENERGY STAR® rating, you
can save $75 each year.

Wrapping up savings
Installing a blanket around your
water heater could reduce standby heat
losses by 25 percent to 45 percent and
save you about 7 percent to 16 percent
in water heating costs, according to
the DOE. For a small investment of
about $30, you can purchase pre-cut
jackets or blankets and install them in
about one hour. On a safety note, the
DOE recommends that you not set the
thermostat above 130 degrees Fahrenheit
on an electric water heater with an
insulating jacket or blanket; the higher
temperature setting could cause the
wiring to overheat.
Given that a large portion of your
monthly energy bill goes toward
heating and cooling your home, it
makes sense to ensure your home’s
heating, ventilation and air conditioning
(HVAC) system is performing at an
optimal level. Checking, changing or
cleaning your filter extends the life
of your HVAC system and saves you
money.
Air filters prevent dust and allergens
from clogging your HVAC system.
Otherwise, dust and dirt trapped in
a system’s air filter leads to several
problems, including: reduced air flow
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in the home and up to 15 percent
higher operating costs; lowered system
efficiency; and costly duct cleaning or
replacement. Many HVAC professionals
recommend cleaning the system filters
monthly. A simple task like changing
the filters on your HVAC system makes
your unit run more efficiently, keeping
your house cooler in the summer and
warmer in the winter.

Take control of your energy savings
Take a look at your programmable
thermostat. When was the last time
you checked to make sure it was
programmed for the current season
and family
schedule?
This is
one of the
best energysaving tools
at your
fingertips.
It enables
you to fine
tune the
temperature
during
particular
hours of the day.
Many models allow you to
differentiate between weekday and
weekend schedules, and internetconnected thermostats can learn
your schedule and make adjustments
automatically. Most models come with
an override option so you can make
manual adjustments without losing
overall programing.
You can only achieve these efficiencies
and savings if it is programmed properly
and adjusted periodically to keep pace
with changes in household routines.
Remember, there are easy steps you
can take now to improve the energy
efficiency of your home.
To learn about additional ways to
save, contact Rosebud Electric at 605835-9624.
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