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NOTICE
Use automatic withdrawal. 

Call Rosebud Electric toll-free 

for more information:

1-888-464-9304

Avoid setting your thermostat at a 
colder setting than normal when you 
turn on your air conditioner. It will not 
cool your home any faster and could 
result in excessive cooling and unneces-
sary expense.  

Source: energy.gov

Budget Billing Can Level Out 
Your Monthly Bill
Does it seem like you always get your largest electric bill just when you are trying 
to save a little extra cash for the holidays? If so, the budget billing program at Rose-
bud Electric is just the program for you. 

Budget billing offers a systematic way to distribute your energy costs over 12 
monthly payments. To get started all you have to do is contact the Gregory office 

now. Budget billing will commence on July 1 
of each year.

The monthly budget payment is based on 
averaging the previous calendar year use of 
electricity. Budget billing does require that 
members do make their payments when they 
are due or they are subject to removal from 
the budget billing plan. Accounts are reviewed 
during the course of the year to determine 
whether the member’s usage remains in the 

limits of the estimates. If not it can be adjusted. Those already on budget billing 
from the previous year will receive a letter with their June billing notifying them of 
their new budget amount. 

You can also take advantage of the direct payment plan which takes your bill 
directly out of your checking account. You will still receive a bill in the mail, but it will 
be marked “paid through your bank.” 

If you are interested in either of these programs, please contact the Gregory office by 
phone 1-888-464-9304 or mail us at PO Box 439, Gregory, SD 57533.

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND
June 11 • Lawn Mower Races

Billing Briefs

8 p.m. • Two miles east, 1/4 mile south of the Gregory Water Tower, Gregory, S.D. 
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Co-op News

Update Your Contact Info
In the utility business, we know rough weather will occur and sometimes power 
outages simply can’t be avoided. But did you know there are steps you can take to en-
sure your electricity is restored as quickly and safely 
as possible? By keeping your contact information up 
to date, you can take full advantage of the services 
Rosebud Electric offers. 

You may have noticed prompts through our 
billing statements and webpage requesting your 
updated contact information. If we don’t have the 
correct phone number linked to your home address, 
it makes it very difficult to contact you during an 
outage. 

Updating your contact information is helpful 
because it speeds up the power restoration process. 
With correct information, we can also contact you in advance of planned outages for 
repairs and maintenance. 

Please call 605-835-9624 and make sure you’re up to date. 

NOTICE OF SUMMER OFFICE HOURS

Summer office hours will be from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
starting on May 23 and ending on Aug. 19, 2016 
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Co-op NewsNews Briefs

We Are Prepared 
for Summer 
Storms

      
Summer is here, school is out and families are 
gearing up for a few months of fun and relaxation. 
While summer brings much fun in the sun, it can 
also bring the occasional severe storm. In the event 
of a power outage, you can trust that Rosebud Elec-
tric is ready to respond. 

The major cause of most power outages comes 
from damage to power lines due to falling trees and 
branches. We work year round – through right-of-
way clearing – to ensure power lines in our service 
territory stand little risk of being damaged by trees, 
branches or other types of vegetation.

Despite our best efforts, during major storms, 
damage can occur to transmission stations, substa-
tions and power lines. When this happens, our first 
priority is to safely restore power to as many mem-
bers as possible in the shortest amount of time. 

We start by mobilizing our line crews and other 
critical staff. Every phone line available is utilized to 
take your outage report calls. The big problems are 
handled first – like damage to transmission lines, 
which serve the most people. These problems must 
be corrected before we can focus on other areas 
where more localized damage may have occurred.

Rosebud Electric’s line crews inspect substations 
to determine if the problem starts there or if there 
could be an issue down the line. If the root of the 
problem is at the substation, power can be restored 
to most of the members. 

Next, line crews check the service lines that 
deliver power into neighborhoods and communi-
ties. Line crews repair the damaged lines, restoring 
power to hundreds of people. If you continue to 
experience an outage, there may be damage to a tap 
line outside of your home or business. Make sure 
you notify Rosebud Electric so crews can inspect 
these lines.

We will do our best to avoid power outages, but 
sometimes Mother Nature has other plans. Be sure 
to check our website and Facebook on your smart-
phone for the latest updates during a power outage.

    
Source: Meghaan Evans writes on consumer and 
cooperative affairs for the National Rural Electric Co-
operative Association, the Arlington, Va.-based service 
arm of the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-
profit electric cooperatives.

Driving 
Blindfolded
Would you drive on a highway blindfolded? Of course not. How-
ever, if you text while driving 55 miles per hour on a highway, you are 
essentially doing just that. 

Five seconds is the average time your eyes are off the road while tex-
ting. When traveling at 55mph, that’s like driving the length of a football 
field while blindfolded. Talking on a cell phone also carries significant 
risks. According to the National Safety Council, drivers can miss seeing 
up to half of what’s around them – traffic lights, stop signs, pedestrians – 
when talking on a cell phone. 

In our digital world, people feel pressure to remain in constant con-
tact, even when behind the wheel. As mobile technology use increases, 
distracted driving – talking, texting, sending emails – is a growing threat 
to community safety. We have all seen distracted drivers, and most likely, 
we ourselves have used a phone while driving. Drivers don’t realize the 

dangers posed when they take their eyes 
of the road and their hands off the wheel 
and focus on activities other than driving.

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, each day in the U.S., more than 
nine people are killed and more than 
1,153 people are injured in crashes that 
are reported to involve a distracted driver. 
The National Highway Administration 
notes that 3,154 people were killed and 
an estimated 424,000 were injured in 
motor vehicle crashes involving a distract-
ed driver in 2013. 

Texting and cell phone use behind the 
wheel takes your eyes off the road, your 
hands off the wheel and your focus off 
driving – putting the driver and others 
in danger, including passengers, pedes-
trians, other drivers and bystanders. On 

the tragic end of the spectrum, victims’ families, friends, co-workers and 
community are impacted.

At Rosebud Electric, safety is a core value. At this time of year in 
particular, when more people are on the roads and kids are out of school, 
our goal is to raise awareness and spur conversation about the dangers 
of distracted driving. Talking on a cell phone quadruples your risk of 
an accident, about the same as if you were driving drunk. Risk doubles 
again if you are texting while driving. We are committed to eliminating 
this unnecessary risk and believe that no conversation or text is worth the 
potential danger. 

Help promote a culture of safety. We encourage everyone to join us 
and help keep our families, friends and neighbors safer by putting their 
phones down and focusing on the road when they drive. Together, we can 
put the brakes on distracted driving.

by Anne Prince
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Safety Matters


