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Committment To Community

Cereal Drive Hits 15 Years
The annual cereal drive sponsored 
by Rosebud Electric of Gregory and 
Frontier Motors of Winner has hit a 
15-year milestone that helps stock the 
shelves for the food pantries of Gregory 
and Tripp counties.

Over the past 15 years, more than 
6,800 boxes of cereal and $14,000 in 
cash have been raised for the pantries. 
Rosebud Electric received 250 boxes 
of cereal and $120 in cash donations. 
Frontier Motors received 115 boxes of 
cereal and $20 in cash donations. These 
donations would not be possible if it 
weren’t for the generous people in our 
communities.

For the past 15 years, each partici-
pating business donates $500 to their 
respective food pantries. This money 
is used to purchase additional items 
needed by the pantries.

The Gregory County pantry is 
located in the Wares and Wears building 
located at 610 N Main in Gregory. The 

Pictured are directors David Shipman of Fairfax and Richard Hartland of Winner holding a check for 
$500 that will be donated to the Gregory County Food Pantry.

Tripp County food pantry is located at 
222 South Main in Winner.

Both food pantries depend on this ce-

real drive to replenish their shelves. They 
would like to thank everyone for all their 
donations this past year.

On Dec. 13, 2016, Jordan 
VanMeeteren and Matt Wit-
trock of Eide Bailly law firm 
conducted a yearly audit of 
Rosebud Electric’s financial 
records. Rosebud Electric 
is required by law to have 
the audit done by an inde-
pendent auditing firm. Eide 
Bailly audits more than two-
thirds of the South Dakota 
cooperatives.The entire audit 
lasted about two days.

Right: Pictured are Jordan Van-
Meeteren and Matt Wittrock of Eide 
Bailly LLP’s Sioux Falls office.

Eide Bailly Performs Yearly Audit
   Cooperative Accountability
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Scholarship News

Co-op Students Eligible 
For $1,000 Scholarship
A college-bound student from the Rosebud Electric service area will receive a 
$1,000 scholarship for the coming college school year. The scholarship is made 
available through Basin Electric Power Cooperative, Bismarck, N.D., and Rosebud 
Electric Cooperative.

Scholarship winners will be judged on academic achievement, leadership quali-
ties, community involvement, worthiness and merit. Applicants are asked to submit 
an outline of career goals, employment history and a letter of reference.

Eligibility requirements are:
1. Applicant’s parent(s) or 

guardians must be a member of 
Rosebud Electric.

2. The applicant must return 
the scholarship program applica-
tion along with all scholarship 
submittal requirements material 
listed on the back side of the application form to the Rosebud Electric office, PO 
Box 439, Gregory, SD 57533, by 4:30 p.m. Feb. 15, 2017.

3. A $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to a student or students from the Rose-
bud Electric service area.

4. High school and first year college students may apply.
5. The scholarship is for one year. Former winners may not apply. Applications 

are available at all high school counselor offices in the cooperatives service area or at 
the cooperative office.
Twenty-nine students from the area have received scholarships from the program. 
Past winners are listed below.

Past Winners of Scholarships
2016 ........................Jacey Feyereisen, Gregory
2015 ................Mackenzie Feyereisen, Gregory
2014 ................................. Codi Horst, Gregory
2013 ............................. Rachel Shippy, Colome
2012 ......................... Paxten Johnson, Gregory
2011 ....................................Charli Kenzy, Iona
2010 ........................... Chris Brockhoft, Winner
2009................................. Sarah Tipton, Burke
2008..............................Alexa Duling, Gregory
2007 .............................. Kati Roggow, Gregory
2006................................. Ben Kafka, Gregory
2005....................................Kyle Beck, Colome
2005.........................Jennifer Pochop, Gregory
2004.......................... Amber DeSmet, Gregory
2003.............................Mathew Baker, Fairfax

2002............................ Kara Atteberry, Colome
2001 ........................ Andrea Atteberry, Colome
2000..................................... Trent Blare, Ideal
2000..................... Phillip Ringstmeyer, Winner
1999 .......................... Leah Armstrong, Colome
1999 ..................................Anna Kerner, Burke
1999 ........................... Clint Willuweit, Gregory
1998 .............................. Troy Travnicek, Dallas
1997 .......................... Laura Shattuck, Gregory
1996 .....................Kimberly Schroeder, Winner
1995 .........................Melissa Bartling, Gregory
1994 ............ Ronald Schochenmaier, Bonesteel
1993 .................................Melissa Reis, Hamill
1992 ...........................Jennifer Nelson, Winner



10  February 2017  • COOPERATIVE CONNECTIONS 

Co-op News

Rosebud 
Electric 
Sends Help
On Christmas Day, a major snow/ice 
storm hit portions of South Dakota leav-
ing thousands without power. Coopera-
tives in the northern part of the state 
were hit the worst. Calls from coopera-
tives asking for help started coming in 
on Dec. 26. 

Linemen Jamie VanDerWerff, Justin 
Serr, Ted Stevicks, Nolan Fortuna, Derek 
Stukel and Joe Shelden packed their bags 
and headed to Clear Lake, S.D., to help 
H-D Electric Cooperative restore power. 

The crew is expected to be there over 
a week.

Second-graders 
Share Holiday Spirit
The Gregory second-grade class made goodie bags for the Rosebud Electric line-
men to show their appreciation for what the linemen do. The goodie bags consist of 
popcorn, M&Ms, peanuts and goldfish. Many of the linemen took these treats with 
them when they went to assist on a storm job in Clear Lake, S.D. This gesture was 
well received by the linemen.

Above: Jamie VanDerWerff installing grounds 
before working on the downed lines.

A crackling fire in the hearth warms the 
house, but don’t let it heat up your electric 
bill! Caulk around the fireplace hearth and 
keep the damper closed when a fire is not 
burning. 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy
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News Briefs

Utilities Are Raising Awareness About Scams
When a scammer called Florida pet 
clinic operator Cindy Evers last year and 
demanded immediate payment on an 
overdue electric bill, it sounded real.

“They knew my account number and 
gave me a figure that I owed that’s close 
to what I usually pay on my electric bill,” 
Evers said. She paid, even though, in the 
back of her mind, she knew her payment 
wasn’t late.

“I have pets under sedation, and I’m 
taking care of animals. I think I just 
panicked, thinking they were going to 
shut my electricity off. I did what they 
told me to do.” Evers lost $900 because 
the call was a scam.

The scam that duped Evers has been 
plaguing utility consumers across North 
America for several years, robbing them 
of millions. 

Now, utilities are fighting back. 
Recently, more than 80 utilities and 

energy industry organizations from 
across the U.S. and Canada joined forces 
to recognize the first-ever North Ameri-
can Utilities United Against Scams Day 
on Nov. 16, 2016. 

Electric co-ops have increased their communication efforts, 
sending information directly to members and encouraging 
local TV stations and newspapers to warn citizens about the 
scam, how it works and what people should do and not do, if 
they are ever targeted. 

Even the wariest consumers can be duped, however. The 
scammers are developing new tactics every day.

The “past due” scam, similar to the one Florida customer 
Evers experienced, goes something like this: A customer gets a 
call from an 800-number that looks like a valid utility com-
pany phone number. Widely available spoofing software allows 
crooks to display what appears to be an official number on 
caller IDs. The caller threatens to cut off power if the customer 
doesn’t pay.

But here’s the giveaway: The crook will demand payment 

via a prepaid debit card or money order. 
And he’ll ask for it within a specified 
time frame – often an hour or less.

The scammer may even quote an 
amount that sounds like your typical 
monthly bill. That way, the threat has 
even more credibility. 

Scammers might direct the customer 
to a specific store nearby that sells the 
prepaid cards and instruct the customer 
to put money on the card and provide 
the card number to the scammer.

Some scammers have even been bold 
enough to contact potential victims in 
person, coming to the member’s house.

Here are some tips on how to protect 
yourself:

• Do not assume the name and 
number on your caller ID are legitimate. 
Caller IDs can be spoofed. 

• Never share your personal infor-
mation, including date of birth, Social 
Security number or banking account 
information.

• Never wire money to someone you 
don’t know.

• Do not click links or call numbers 
in unexpected emails or texts – especially those asking for your 
account information.

• Most utilities will NOT require their customers to pur-
chase prepaid debit cards or money orders to avoid an immedi-
ate disconnection. 

• If you receive a call that sounds like it may be a scam, or 
if you believe the call is a scam, hang up, call the police and 
report the incident to your local utility.

How you can help
You can alert your family members and friends. Share the 

scammers’ tactics described in this article or those you have 
heard about. You can also help raise awareness and warn others 
by reposting scam awareness information on social media; use 
the hashtag #stopscams.

HOW TO SPOT 
A SCAM

Don’t become a victim.
In one of the most common scams,
a caller may:

Pretend to be from your utility. 
(Your caller ID may even 
display your utility’s name.)

Threaten to turn off power, 
water or natural gas service 
to your home or business 
within an hour.

Demand immediate
payment – often by
prepaid debit card.

OFF

by Tracy Warren

COOPERATIVE MEMBERS RECEIVE A BILL CREDIT REFUND
Rosebud Electric members who have active accounts received a bill credit refund on their December bill. This bill credit refund is due to higher-than-
anticipated margins for the past year. 

The amount of the refund was a percentage of patronage done with the cooperative during the year 2016. Irrigation and seasonal accounts did not 
receive this credit. The refund showed up on your bill as BILLING REFUND. The total amount credited back to the cooperative members was $300,000.


