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Youth News

Four local high school rodeo partici-
pants won rodeo shirts for their strong 
performances during the South Dakota 

Area Students Win Rodeo Shirts

Above: Myles Kenzy of Iona, S.D., won a shirt in boys cutting, reined cow 
horse, calf roping and team roping. His parents are Frank and Jerri Kenzy.

Above: Zane Whitney of Iona, S.D., won a shirt in bull riding. His parents 
are Rod and Lori Whitney.

High School Rodeo Association state fi-
nals. This rodeo was held on June 14-18 
in Belle Fourche, S.D. 

Congratulations to these participants 
from Rosebud Electric and South Dakota 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives.

Above: Wiley Heath of Colome, S.D., won a shirt in reined cow horse, calf 
roping and team roping. His parents are Justin and Shelly Heath.

Above: Blasius Steffen of Gregory, S.D., won a shirt in reined cow horse 
and team roping. His parents are Mike and Sandy Steffen.
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  Update Your Contact Info
In the utility business, we know rough weather will occur and sometimes power outages simply 
can’t be avoided. But did you know there are steps you can take to ensure your electricity is restored as 

quickly and safely as possible? By keeping your contact information up to date, 
you can take full advantage of the services Rosebud Electric offers. 

You may have noticed prompts through our billing statements and webpage 
requesting your updated contact information. If we don’t have the correct 
phone number linked to your home address, it makes it very difficult to contact 
you during an outage. 

Updating your contact information is helpful because it speeds up the power 
restoration process. With correct information, we can also contact you in advance of planned outages for 
repairs and maintenance. Please call 605-835-9624 and make sure you’re up to date. 

Cereal Drive 
Celebrates 15 Years
This is the15th year that Rosebud Electric and Frontier Motors have sponsored a 
cereal drive that helps stock the shelves of the Gregory and Tripp County food pan-
tries. In the last 14 years, more than 6,400 boxes 
of cereal and $12,600 in cash have been 
donated to these local organizations.

The Tripp County Food Pantry 
is located at 222 S. Main St. in 
Winner and is managed by 
Lori Anderson. The Gregory 
Food Pantry is located at 610 
N. Main St. in Gregory and 
is managed by Ed and Sharon 
Nebola.

In sponsorship of the Holiday 
Cereal Drive, each participating busi-
ness offers $3 to people donating a box of 
cereal. For additional help to the pantries, these 
two businesses offered a challenge to each donor to give an additional box of cereal. 
A great number of these people donate the $3 back to the pantries as well. The drive 
will be held until Dec. 23.

To participate in the drive, simply bring your cereal to either Rosebud Electric 
Co-op in Gregory, Frontier Motors in Winner or First Fidelity Bank in Bonesteel. 

Committment To Community
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by Tom Tate

  Notice of Nondiscrimination

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program 
complaint of discrimination, complete the 
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, found online at http://www.ascr.
usda.gov/complaintfiling cust.html or at 
any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to 
request the form. 

Send your completed complaint form 
or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudica-
tion, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 
690-7442 or email at program.intake@
usda.gov.

Energy Efficiency Briefs

Digital Devices Impact Energy Use
Ah, the Digital Age. We have gadgets galore, the ability 
to manage our homes in new and innovative ways, brilliant 
images and captivating sounds of modern entertainment op-
tions and of course, the internet. Clearly, digital devices reign 
supreme. Yet these cool new capabilities come with a couple of 
pitfalls; vampire loads and the issue of “technology reincarna-
tion.” 

Over the course of the Digital Age, electricity use has con-
tinued to increase. Families have multiple televisions. Com-
puter prices have plummeted, meaning many homes now have 
multiple computers. Everyone in the family needs a cell phone. 
Gaming consoles and set top cable/satellite boxes satisfy our 
desire for entertainment. 

Major appliances aside, most digital devices do not use 120-
volt power, which is the standard voltage of a home outlet. 
They actually use a lot less. So, trying to plug your brand new 
smartphone directly into an outlet is going to lead to a fried 
device and lots of tears from someone. This is why low-voltage 
devices come with a power adapter. These “wall warts” as some 
term them, take the 120-volt electricity supplied by H-D Elec-
tric and convert it to say, five volts. Unfortunately, most folks 
leave their adapters plugged in to make recharging easier. The 
problem with this approach is that the seemingly innocuous 
wall wart uses power even when it isn’t charging a device. 

This invisible energy consumption is often called “vam-
pire load.” Studies show that 5 to 10 percent1 of the average 
home’s energy use is from vampire loads. The only way to stop 
this is to unplug the power adapter when it is not in use or 
employ smart power strips. These look like the typical power 
strip but with a twist – only one socket gets power all the time. 
When the device or appliance connected to it turns on and 
starts using power, the remaining sockets receive power too. 
This is perfect for entertainment systems, computer set ups 

and a variety of other situations.
Technological advances have steadily increased energy ef-

ficiency and reduced purchase prices. On its face, this seems 
like a good thing. Unfortunately, when replacing a product at 
the end of its life, the tendency is to go bigger, or continue to 
use the old tech. This is the second issue I noted – technology 
reincarnation. 

For example, flat screen television prices have plummeted 
as technology has evolved – and so has the amount of electric-
ity they use. Consumers wander into the big box store and are 
dazzled by walls of giant, brilliant televisions. What they used 
to pay for the paltry 32” model now might net them a 50” gi-
ant. And who doesn’t want to see their favorite show or sports 
event in near life size? But if you spring for the bigger TV, you 
won’t benefit from the increased energy efficiency of the newer 
technology. The bigger model uses as much juice as the older, 
smaller TV, which likely ends up in another room (reincar-
nated in another setting) still using power.

Or refrigerators. These are the showpieces of the evolution 
of smart appliances. Many new models include touchscreens 
and cameras; they communicate over the internet and prob-
ably even keep food cold and make ice. Yet what often hap-
pens is the old refrigerator ends up in the basement or garage, 
reincarnated as a dedicated beverage unit or overflow.

I’ll offer a couple words of advice to help you avoid – or 
at least reduce – the effects of vampire loads and technology 
reincarnation. Invest in smart power strips or make a point to 
use outlets where you can conveniently unplug power adapters 
when not in use. Don’t oversize your replacement appliances 
and entertainment gear unless family needs dictate the larger 
capacities. And recycle the replaced appliances and equipment 
to stem technology reincarnation. You will enjoy the Digital 
Age for a lot less.

GENERATORS
With winter fast ap-
proaching, now is a perfect 
time to think about getting 
a generator for your farm, 
house or commercial 
building. Rosebud Electric 
sells Winco generators and 
generator accessories at 
cost to all of its members. 

For more information 
stop by our office at 512 
Rosebud Avenue in Gregory 
or call us at 605-835-9624.
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News You Can Use

Did you know that when you use 
electricity often matters as much as how 
much electricity you consume? 

It’s no surprise that electricity use 

Consider purchasing LED holiday 
lights; they are cool to the touch 
and more energy e�cient than 
incandescent bulbs.

Test holiday lights by 
connecting each strand 

before hanging them.

Make sure there are no 
broken bulbs or damaged or 
frayed cords. Discard any 
defective strands.

Use holiday lights that 
include the Underwriter’s 

Laboratories (UL) label.

Do not overload electrical 
outlets or extension cords.

Turn o  all indoor and outdoor 
holiday lighting before leaving 
the house or going to bed. 

Avoid resting bulbs on tree 
needles and branches. Try 
using a clip to keep the 
bulbs upright. 

OLIDAY LIGHTING SAFETY TIPS

fluctuates throughout the day based on 
consumer demand, and electric co-ops 
must be able to provide enough electric-
ity to meet the energy demands of their 

members during times of highest energy 
use, also known as “on-peak hours.” 
Early-morning hours, when people often 
start their day, and evening hours, when 
people return to their homes after work, 
are common times for on-peak hours. 
To reduce peak energy demand and 
save money, many electric co-ops have 
created a time-of-use rate program to 
encourage electricity use during off-peak 
hours – when energy is less expensive 
to provide. Similar to saving money 
by attending a matinee, you can keep 
more money in your wallet simply by 
using electricity during an off-peak time 
period. 

Using less on-peak power means 
lower costs for the co-op – and ultimate-
ly, lower rates for members. 

Electric rates based on time of use 
offer consumers the ability to lower their 
electricity costs without reducing the 
amount of electricity used. By perform-
ing some of your daily chores, like run-
ning the dishwasher or doing laundry 
during off-peak hours, you can save on 
your utility bill. In a similar vein, plug 
electronic equipment, such as comput-
ers, printers, TVs and power tools into a 
power strip, then turn it off during peak 
hours.  

You can also put technology to work 
for you. If you have a programmable 
thermostat, adjust the settings so your 
heating/cooling system syncs up with 
the off-peak rate periods. Use automatic 
timers to run hot tubs, pool pumps, 
water heaters and other appliances in the 
same way. 

Saving energy can be simple. Re-
member, by shifting your energy use 
to off-peak times, you have the power 
to save on your monthly energy bill. 
To learn more about why time of use 
matters, watch a short video by visiting 
the following link: http://tinyurl.com/
TOUmatters.

Avoiding the Energy Rush 
Time of use matters.

by Anne Prince


